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Tense and Aspect in Madurese: Projecting Davies’ work on Grammar of 

Madurese 

Irham1 and Zainur Rofiq2  

 

Abstract: 

Typologically, the Madurese language is classified as the member of western 

Austronesian language family, including its closest relative Javanese language (cf. Davies 

1999 and Robson 1992). Several scholars (Kiliaan, 1897; Stevens, 1965) have investigated 

Madurese language for the last few decades. One of the most recent works that vigorously 

elucidates Madurese language is Davies’ (2010) Grammar of Madurese. Nonetheless, the 

notion of aspect and tense that we believe to some extent play important role in communication 

and understanding the language are not exhaustively covered. Given the fact that Madurese 

tense and aspect are not rigidly morphological sense, rather they are marked in terms of suffix 

(e.g., “-a”) or temporal adverb (e.g., “lagghu’”) to denote future (Davies, 2010). However, 

some other tense and aspect markings are not delineated in Davies’ (2010). For instance, the 

use of temporal ghik, which mostly functions as progressive marking in Davies (2010) can 

express future when combined with –a (ghik + word + a). Therefore, the present paper aims to 

extend and substantiate some other marking features pertaining to tense and aspect in Madurese 

derived from diverse samples residing in different area on the Island. 

Keywords: tense and aspect, Madurese language, Madurese Grammar 

1. Introduction  

Madurese is deemed as one of the languages spoken by people living on the Madura 

mainland, an individual Island separated by the shallow Madura strait from the Island of 

Java. Typologically, the language is classified as the member of western Austronesian 

language family, including its closest relative Javanese language (cf. Davies 1999 and 

Robson 1992). Unlike the majority of European languages where the verbs undergo 

markings for number and have rich tense and aspect system (e.g., English), the languages 

within this family demonstrate less solid marking system on tense and aspect and get 

unmarked on numbers (e.g., Madurese and Javanese).  

This paper is aimed at extending the discussion in the previous study by Davies (2010) 
on the variation of tense and aspect marking system in Madurese by exploring larger 

                                                        
1 Irham is currently students in Linguistics Master Program of Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands. He is a grantee 

of LPDP scholarship from Indonesian government. Irham’s article appeared in Language Discourse and Society 2012 (with 

Wahyudi). Email: I.irham@student.ru.nl 
2 Zainur Rofiq is currently a lecturer in Maulana Malik Ibrahim State Islamic University Malang, Indoensia. He obtained his 

master in Linguistics from Radboud University Nijmegen. Rofiq’s paper on the Language Contact in Suriname supervised by 

Prof. Pieter Muysken was presented in the Colloquium "Categories, Diversity, and Contact" 2014. Email: 

Zeinelfaqir@gmail.com       

 

mailto:I.irham@student.ru.nl
mailto:Zeinelfaqir@gmail.com


ICISSS 2015 LONDON |6 

 

 www.flelearning.co.uk  
 

participants. Therefore, this paper seeks to answer the question “what are tense and 

aspect-markers found in the present more extensive data?” 

Before going further to the main concern in this paper, it is worth knowing the Madurese 

language and its people. Madurase language is spoken in Madura Island, Kangean, 

Bawean, Sapeken, and some parts in East Java such as Pasuruan, Porbolinggo, Sitobondo, 

Jember, Lumajang, and Malang. Based on Badan Pusat Statistik (2010), the population of 

Madurese people is about 3.5 million.  Madura island is comprised of 4 regencies; 

Sumenep in the east, Pamekesan, Sampang, and Bangkalan in the west. It is also 

acknowledged that Sumenep dialect is the standard Madurese.  

Madurese is the member western Austronesian language, especially western Malayo 

Polynesian (Adelaar, 2005 as cited in Davies, 2010). Madurese has no rigid tense and 

aspect marking system as in English to denote past or future. Moreover, its sentence 

construction is somewhat flexible, just like in Javenese language, albeit, SVO is much 

common one (Ethnologue, 2015). 

Several scholars have once studied Madurese language. Kiliaan’s (1897) work was the 

first project on Madurese language where Madurese-Dutch dictionary was then 

published. Stevens (1968) on Madurese phonology might be another intriguing work to 

consider in studying Madurese Language. Recently, Davies (2010) elaborates more 

comprehensive discussion on Madurese phonology and morphology, some micro 

linguistic aspects of Madurese language. The present paper is then inspired by these 

works, especially by Davies’ (2010), to eventually extend the discussion on tense and 

aspect marking of Madurese language. Davies (2010: 5) deliberately says that his work is 

better titled “A grammar of the language of Bangkalan, Madura because Madurese here 

(in his work) is predominantly the Madurese spoken in Western Madura.” 

For that reason, the present paper attempts to incorporate respondents from periphery 

of Bangkalan and Kangean to gain more variants speakers and enrich the collection of 

Madurese corpus pertaining to tense and aspect marking system. This sample will be 

further discussed in section 2.           

2. Method 

The data were collected by questionnaire distributed to Madurese speakers in the 

baseline, ranging from north coast, Klampis, Dupok and some peripheral area of 

Bangkalan region. Additionally, one participant resides in Kangean Island. Those 

participants are provided Indonesian sentences and then asked to translate into 

Madurese language as far as they understand. They are also instructed to use the most 

common expression in their Madurese language when translating the sentences. 

The following are examples of sentences that we distribute to the respondents. They are 

not limited in response so that they write as many sentences as possible. We also tell them 

to write as the most common sentences they use in daily conversation. Table 1 is example 
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of the sentence that we ask participants to response. We provide sub column “Akan” for 

future, “Sedang” for progressive, and “Sudah” for past to assist participants understand 

precisely what to do with the sentence in each column. By so doing, they can fill in the 

Madurese translation in intelligible way such as in table 2.     

Table 1. 

No  Indonesia  Madurese    

  Akan (will) Sedang (progressive) Sudah (already) 

1 Saya makan nasi 
 

 
 

 

  

 

2 Ani tidur 

Ani sleep 

   

   

Table 2. 

No  Indonesia  Madurese    

  Akan (will) Sedang (progressive) Sudah (already) 

1 Saya makan nasi 

I    eat   rice 

I eat rice 

Engkok ngakan-a  

I      AV3- eat-a 

Nase' 

rice 

I will eat rice 

 

Engkok terro ngakan-a  

I       want AV-eat-a 

nase' 

rice 

I want to eat rice 

 

Engkok teppa'nah ngakan  

I      TA        eat 

nase' 

rice 

I am eating rice 

Engkok la  ngakan  

I      PM  eat 

nase' 

rice 

I have eaten rice 

2 Ani tidur 
Ani sleep 

Ani sleeps 

Ani bakal tedhunga 

Ani aux   sleep-a 

Ani will sleeep 

Ani ghik tedhung 

Ani PRT  sleep 

Ani is sleeping 

Ani mare tedhung ghelle’ 

Ani PM   sleep   TA 

Ani has slept just now 

   

From such data, we finally categorize some morphemes, auxiliaries, or temporal adverbs 

that mark aspect and tense in Madurese language. Lastly, we compare the results to 

Davies’ “Grammar of Madurese” (2010) discussion in chapter 2 about Morphology in 

Madurese language specifically those sentences and expression that closely related to 

tense and aspect. Several morphological marking system have been discussed in Davies 

                                                        
3 AV= Active voice, TA= temporal adverb, PM= past masker, PRT= particle 
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(2010). Nonetheless, we found some other variants in expressing future (Davies calls it 

irrealis mood) and progressive aspect.   

 

3. Result 

Table 1. Tense Marking 

Davies’ 2010 Marking Our Finding 

Present Suffix -an 
Prefix la + Suffix -an 
Auxiliary biasa 

NA 

Past Auxiliary la, mareh, la mareh 
Temporal Adverbs such as gelle’, baa’ri’, et 

NA 

Future Auxiliary bakal, kera, 
Suffix -a 
Temporal Adverb such as lagghuk 

Terro + (-a) 
Parak + (-a) 
Temporal adverbs 
Ghik + (-a) 

 
Table 2. Aspect Marking 
 

Davies’ 2010 Marking Our Finding Marking 

Simple Auxiliary biasa 
suffix –an 

 NA 

Progressive Auxiliary ghik 
Teppa’na 
suffix -e 
Adverb such as sateya 

 Preppakeng 
Preppakna 
suffix -na 
ghik + (na/a) 
Teppakna 
Magghun 

Perfect La 
Mareh 
La mareh 

 NA 
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Following Davies (2010), he encodes Tense and Aspect as perfective/imperfective which 

we eventually recapitulate as past-non past (Malchukov & de Hoop, 2011), and habitual 

aspect that is marked by the use of suffix –an, morpheme “biasa”, or the combination of 

prefix “la” and suffix –an such as. The aforementioned tables show that the discrepancy 

from what has been elaborated by Davies’ (2010) work on “Grammar of Madurese”, 

especially pertaining to tense, is that in the notion of stating future. Davies in his book 

mostly call it as irrealis mood which means that the action is not realized.  

The present data enumerate morpheme marking that signal the irrealis in madurese 

language. The use of “terro, para’, or ghi’” together with suffix –a is best identified that the 

sentence embeds irrealis mood. In other word, it is best equivalent to future tense in 

English.  

In accordance with aspect projection, we found several words that are attached to the 

sentence to show the imperfective aspect. While Daives (2010) merely mention that it 

could be identified by the use of auxiliary ghi’, suffix –e, free morpheme teppa’na, and 

other temporal adverbs. The following study is benefited by the other morphological 

variation of teppa’na such as preppakna, preppak’eng, and magghun to further extend 

imperfective marking. Furthermore, the use of ghi’ together with suffix –a or –na also can 

semantically give imperfective meaning.         

Additionally, we also support some temporal adverbs as a major marking of tense and 

Aspect in Madurese language. These temporal adverbs can be a worthwhile identification 

in analyzing Madurese’s Tense and Aspect system. The left column are the temporal 

adverbs collected by Davies (2010, while the right column is our finding.       

Table 3. Temporal Adverbs 

Davies 2010 Our Finding 

Sateya = Now Dhuk Bedhuk = at midday 

Buru = just now Du malemmah = two days ago 

Laju = old Rek narek = midday  

Dagghi’ = later Pet compet = evening 

Gella’ = just now Ghu lagghuh = early morning 

Na’an = soon (dhuli/en, davies manner) Yang siyang = midday  

Ghi’ = still Rop sorop = evening  

Pagghun = still  Nga tenga malem= midnight 
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Lagghuk = tomorrow   

Ba'arik = yesterday   

4. Discussion 

Madurese language may be best classified as past-nont past (Klimek-Jankowska , 2012) 

category in terms of tense. On par with its counterpart, bahasa Indonesia, Madurese is a 

tenseless language. Its tense reference is marked by temporal adverb, morpheme, and 

auxiliary. In the domain of aspect, Madurese is different from English that has a rigid 

marking system, for instance, in progressive, the verb is marked by ing form.  Madurese, 

on the other hand, uses particle ghi’ before the verb to note that the sentence semantically 

has progressive meaning. The following is the detail elaboration on Tense and Aspect of 

Madurese language.  

4.1. Encoding tense in Madurese language 

De Hoop (2015) argues that identifying the verb is the main tool to encode tense of 

particular language. Language like English has tense system that enables analyst to 

distinguish the time when the utterance occurs from the use of the verb in the sentence.  

1) I eat rice 

2) I ate rice 

The verbs used in the above sentences are different. The sentence number one indicates 

present time, while, sentence number 2 indicates past time. Thus, time of occurrence is 

somewhat clear for languages that have tense system. 

Nonetheless, the discussion can be extended to the analysis of tenseless language such as 

Madurese in the present study. To either denote present of past event, Madurese has no 

different in verb. 

3) Engkok ngakan 
I      eat 

 

4) Engkok ngakan baa’ri’    
I      eat    yesterday 

 

In the sentences, the verb “ngakan”, for English eat, is still used even though the mean to 

different time. The former denotes the present time or imperfective action, meanwhile 

the latter semantically means the action has perfectly occurred in the past. 

Therefore, the advent of temporal adverbs, such as baa’ri’, in Maduirese language is a 

noticeable cue to distinguish the time of occurrence, whether it is present or past. To this 

end, we argue that temporal adverb is the way to encode tenseless language like 

Madurese language. We also agree to Davies’ (2010) elaboration on how past event is 

denoted. The use of particle la, mareh, or combination of both before the verb is worth 

signaling past event.  
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5) Andi la  tedhung 
      Andi PRT sleep 

      Andi has slept 

 

6) Andi mareh tedhung 
      Andi PRT   sleep 

      Andi has slept 

 

7) Andi la  mareh tedhung 
      Andi PRT PRT   sleep 

      Andi has slept 

In all three sentences, those particles used preceding the verb “tedhung” give semantic 

meaning that denotes past event. To some extent, those meanings may pragmatically be 

somewhat different. The sentence number five means that at the time of speaking, 

speakers intend to say that Andi already sleep. The sentence number six is more 

appropriately to convey that Andi’s action, in this case sleeping, is complete already, and 

at the time of speaking, Andi may awake from sleeping. Finally, the use of double particle 

in sentence number seven is to indicate the emphasis of the action that Andy has already 

completed the action “sleeping”. 

Regardless of the absence finding in tense marking in the present study, some temporal 

adverbs that we found can corroborate Davies’ (2010) collection. Those words are 

collected from speakers in different regions which may be a fundamental factor in 

analyzing Madurese language. Morphological variation, but not limited to dialect, can be 

regarded as key issue in studying tense of a tenseless language.     

4.2. Encoding aspect in Madurese language  

There are two aspects of Madurese that are worth discussing; habitual aspect and 

perfective/imperfective aspect. The former may be eloquently discussed under present 

time that mostly indicates habitual activity. Conversely, the second one is closely related 

to past-non past event. Stewart (2015) argue that temporal reference can be either 

expressed or constrained through aspect. Hence, it is intriguing to pay a close attention 

to habitual and perfective/imperfective aspect of Madurese language. 

Davies (2010) has strongly argued that to show habitual activity, Madurese language uses 

suffix –an embedded to the stem of the word such as the word macaan that is derived 

from verb maca,  

8) Ali  maca-an buku   
Ali  read-an book 

This suffix eventually gives semantic meaning that Ali always read the book, or Ali 

frequently read the book. This meaning construction aligns to present tense of English 

that denotes habitual activity. Besides, Davies (2010) also argues that suffix –an emanates 

iterative meaning. By adding –an to a word stem, speaker attempts to say that he or she 

repetitively does the action. This habitual aspect marking is not different from our 

present study. The respondents do not give other marking signals to notify this aspect. 



ICISSS 2015 LONDON |12 

 

 www.flelearning.co.uk  
 

However, one respondent says that it is also possible to use particle “dujhân” to show that 

the speaker likes to do action frequently. 

9) Jaber  dujhân ngakan  bakso 
Jaber  PRT    eat     meatballs         

The terms of imperfective aspect, we found several different morphological variations 

that mark imperfectiveness.  This variation is derived from Bangkalan dialect of the word 

teppa’na that is spoken differently in different regions. In northern part of Bangkalan, 

speakers tend to use preppa’eng  or preppa’na. Additionally, the use of particle ghi’ 

together with suffix –a can denote imperfective meaning. This imperfective meaning may 

mean progressive and to some extent can also mean irrealis mood (Davies, 2010).    

10) Engkok preppa’eng tedhung 

      I      PRT        sleep 

      I am sleeping 

 

11) Engkok ghi’  tedhuga 

        I       PRT   sleep-a 

        I want to sleep 

Here is the example of ghi’ that precedes the word stem in Davies (2010, 268) 

12) Ebu    polana  ghi’ a-bajang, ta’ kengen embu’  nyambit 

      Mother because PRT  a-pray    not allow  mother answer 

      Because mother was praying her prayers, she could not answer. 
Finally, we round of our discussion on aspect of Madurese language by saying that we are 

benefited by our data that extend habitual aspect and perfective/imperfective aspect 

marking. Previous work by Davies (2010) accounts respondents from the downtown of 

Bangkalan which may result in a bit homogenous variation of aspect marking. Conversely, 

the present paper incorporates peripheral speakers to substantiate the projection of 

Davies’ (2010) work on grammar of Madurese pertaining to Aspect and Tense.          

5. Conclusion 

In conclusion, we contend that studying tense and aspect of a tenseless language is 

interesting. The present results show that the more heterogeneous the respondents, 

where some dialects can be achieved, the higher the possibility of more morphological 

variation in marking tense and aspects.  We found that tense and aspect in Madurese 

language are marked by morphemes, auxiliaries, and temporal adverbs. We complete 

Davies’ (2010) finding on this marking by providing new morphological variation and 

enormous temporal adverb that mark tense and aspect that have not been yet covered in 

Davies (2010). 

Nevertheless, this paper is not without a limitation. Since the fact that we use only a small 

sample, it may not comprehensively represent the dialect where the respondents come 

from. Therefore, future study can extend and enlarge the number of participants by 

considering residents in Bawean, Sapeken, Sapudi, and some Madurese speakers in Java 

island. 
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JURISDICTION BETWEEN FEDERALISM AND LOCALITY IN UAE  

Walaa Eldeen Ibraheem4 

INTRODUCTION 

United Arab Emirates (UAE), is a Federal country, consists of 7 Emirates; Abu Dhabi, 

Dubai, Sharjah, Ras al Khaimah, Fujairah ,Ajman and Umm al- Quwain. This political 

identity had reflected in Emirati constitution and in organizing its authorities and 

institutions.  

 Judicial institution in Emirati constitution had been organized under the principle that 

beside the Federal judicial system, the joined emirates in the union have the possibility, 

to develop its own independent judicial system. In applying this principle; the judicial 

Emirati system had been formed into two ways, the first is the Federal judicial system, 

while the second is the local judicial system, each has its independent jurisdiction; 

objectively and geographically.  

The local judicial system appears in three Emirates only, Dubai, Ras al khaimah, Abu 

Dhabi, the first two announced from the first step of issuing Emirati constitution in 1971, 

their independent judicial systems and both of them rejected to join the Federal system 

and maintain till now their judicial system.  

While Abu Dhabi Emirate joined the Federal judicial system from the date of issuing till 2006, 

the date in which Abu Dhabi established its own independent judicial and left the Federal 

judicial umbrella.  

In this context, research problem may be  concluded in explaining Emirati Judicial model 

in comparing with other Federal systems in the world, particularly USA and Canada, and 

mention the legal tools which deals with jurisdiction conflict between the four judicial 

systems; the Federal system on one hand and Abu Dhabi judicial system as a model of 

local jurisdiction.  

QUESTIONS OF THE STUDY 

 What are the main Forms of judicial systems in the comparative Federal systems in the 

world? 

 What are the main streamlines of Federal system in the world? 

 What are the judicial systems in UAE? 

 What are the judicial competences of the local judicial system in Abu Dhabi Emirate?  

 What is the relation between the federal system and the local judicial system in Abu Dhabi 

Emirate? 

                                                        
4 - Assistant professor in private law, Zayed University, UAE,& Expert in private law at the National Center for Social and 

Criminal Researches, Egypt.   
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COMPARATIVE JUDICIAL SYSTEMS  

Judicial system in USA 

American judicial system appeared into two independent and separate judicial systems; 

separate from the legislative and executive branches, and it is independent because each 

judicial branch controls the administration of its courts by itself. This includes managing 

court budgets, procurement, employees and judicial procedures (Hogan 2010, pp 11 -15). 

Federal Judicial system 

 Structurally   

There are three separate levels for judiciary in USA, named as follows:  

-  Federal district courts: the district courts are the trial courts of the federal judicial 

system, where all the 52 states of USA, divided into 94 municipality, each one has 

a court, in other meaning that the federal system has 94 Federal trial court 

distributed alongside the 52 states which composed the American union. Its 

proceedings are conducted by a single judge, sitting alone or with jury of citizens 

as finders of facts (Hogan 2010, p 5).  

- Federal Appellate courts: as the previous states had been divided into 12 regional 

territorial judicial circuits, (regional circuits), each circuit includes more than one 

state.5 

-  Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS): it is just one court, was established 

in 1879, pursuant to Art. 3 of the United States constitution, as the highest federal 

court, and it is located in the capital; Washington D.C. The court consists of the 

chief Justice of the United States and eight associate justices, who are nominated 

by the president and confirmed by the Senate (Hogan 2010, p 14).  

 Functionally 

- Federal district court (Trial court): it serves as a court of first instance, where 

consider the lawsuits which brought before the court in order to decide judgments 

finalize the disputes between the parties and criminal acts.  

In this context we can distinguish between its civil and criminal jurisdiction, as 

follows: 

a- Criminal Jurisdiction:  

The court is authorize to decide in crimes and offences which threaten states 

security at home and abroad; such as car theft interstate crimes, bring drugs, 

assassination of presidents violation of civil rights, and other crimes as aircraft 

hijacking , Kidnapping, bank robbery,…..etc. this crimes brought to the court 

by the public attorney. 

b- Civil Jurisdiction: 

                                                        
5 - There are 12 appellate bodies; Boston, New york city, Philadelphia, Richmond, New Orleans, Cincinnati, Chicago, St. 

Louis, San Francisco, Denver, Atlanta, and Washington. 
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The court is authorized to resolve the disputes which arise between private 

persons, and the disputes in which one of its parties is a federal public person, 

in the following subjects:  

1- A federal question is one that involves the meaning and /or application of 

the constitutional provisions, or Federal laws, or conventions and 

agreements, which the states approved it. 

2- Disputes related to patent, copyrights, nationality, marine disputes, and post. 

3-  Disputes which arise between citizens from different states once the amount 

of dispute exceeded 75,000 $. 

4- A dispute to which the United States is a party, even the other party is a state 

(Hogan 2010, p 15). 

- Appellate courts: congress has given the courts of appeals, jurisdiction in appeals, 

taken from the district courts, within their respective circuits, from judgments of 

The Tax court, and from the rulings of particular administrative and regulatory 

agencies such as the National Labor Relations Board and the Securities and 

Exchange Commission. 

 

In addition, courts of appeals may review cases, from the district courts in the 

territories. The court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit has a more specialized 

jurisdiction; it hears appeals in patent, trademark, and copyrights cases and in 

certain administrative law matters from district courts in all circuits as well as from 

the Court of Federal Claims, Court of International Trade, Court of Appeals for 

veterans Claims, and specified administrative bodies.  

 

- The Supreme Court: it exercises two forms of jurisdictions; original and appellate 

jurisdictions.  

a- Original Jurisdiction: it is specified in Article III in constitution, and can be 

neither diminished nor enlarged by congress, which includes four Kinds of 

disputes:  

1- Cases between one of the states and the national government. 

2- Cases between two or more states. 

3- Cases involving foreign ambassadors, ministers, or consuls.  

4- Cases begun by a state against a citizen of another state or against another 

country.   

b- Appellate Jurisdiction: this jurisdiction passed by many stages, till 1988 that the 

congress enacted a major overhaul of the supreme court’s jurisdiction, the 

court’s appellate jurisdiction became almost entirely discretionary, meaning 

that nearly every case now comes to the court on certiorari (to make sure). The 

mandatory appeal category has been virtually abolished, except for decisions by 

three judge district courts (required by congress in a few instances), which reach 

the supreme court on direct appeal by passing the courts of appeals (Marcus 

2004, pp 26-27). 

 Local judicial system 
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The structure of state court system varies from state to state. Each state court system has its 

unique features; however some generalizations can be made.  

Most states have courts of limited jurisdiction preside over by a single judge who hears 

minor civil and criminal cases. States also have general jurisdiction trial courts that are 

presided by a single judge. These trial courts are usually called circuit or superior courts6 

and hear major civil and criminal cases. Some states have specialized courts that hear only 

certain kinds of cases such as traffic or family law cases. 

All states have a highest court, usually called a state supreme court, that serves as an 

appellate court, also many states also have an intermediate appellate court called a court of 

appeals that hears appeals from the trial court (Wheeler 1992, p 14).   

Judicial system in Canada 

One of the main features of the judicial system in Canada, that it gathered between common 

law and civil law , and this refer the controversy  nature of the Canadian Federal union, each 

province and territory has its language , culture and traditions (Beaudoin 2000).7 This fact 

reflected on the judicial system, which composed by three separate and independent judicial 

systems presided by the supreme court of Canada (Department of Justice Canada 2005, p 6).  

Federal courts 

Structurally  

There are two levels for federal courts; the federal court is the trial level, while the federal 

court of appeals hears appeals from the first, both of them are essentially superior courts 

with civil jurisdiction, they only deals with matters specified in federal statutes. In 

contrast, provincial and territorial superior courts have jurisdiction in all matters except 

those specifically excluded by a statute.  

In addition there are the Specialized Federal Courts; in order to deal with certain areas of 

the law, the federal government has created specialized courts, notably the Tax Court of 

Canada and Military Courts (Department of Justice Canada 2005, p 9). 

Functionally 

Its jurisdiction includes: 

1- Interprovincial and federal provincial disputes. 

2-  Intellectual property rights; Copyrights, patent…etc.  

                                                        
6 Superior court is a court of general competence which typically has unlimited jurisdiction with regard to civil and criminal 

legal cases, and is relative to the lower court with a limited jurisdiction, which is restricted to civil cases involving monetary 

amounts with a specific limit, or criminal cases involving offences of a less serious nature. 
7 Gerald-A. Beaudoin: Constitution , The Canadian encyclopedia, Historica Foundation of Canada, 

2000.www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com  
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3-  Citizenship appeals and cases involving Crown corporations or departments of the 

Government of Canada. 

4- Reviewing decisions, orders and other administrative actions of federal boards, 

commissions and tribunals; these bodies may refer any question of law, jurisdiction or 

practice to one of the courts at any stage of a proceeding. 

5- Certain matters, such as maritime law, a case may be brought either before the Federal 

Court or Federal Court of appeal, or before a provincial or territorial superior court. In 

this respect, both federal courts share jurisdiction with the superior courts.  

6- Tax Court of Canada, primarily hears disputes the federal government and taxpayers, 

after the later have gone through all other options provided for the Income Tax Act. It 

gives individuals and companies an opportunity to settle disagreements with the federal 

government. 

7- Military Courts; were established under the National Defense Act to hear cases 

involving the code of service discipline, the code applies to all members of the Canadian 

forces as well as civilians who accompany the forces on active services, it lays out a 

system of disciplinary offences designed to further the good order and proper 

functioning of the Canadian forces.  

The Court Martial Appeal hears appeals from military courts. Its function is comparable 

to that of a provincial / territorial appeal court and it has the same powers as a superior 

court. Judges in the court martial appeal are selected from the federal courts and other 

superior courts throughout the country.  

Provincial / Territorial Courts  

Structurally 

Each province and territory has three levels of court, the Lower courts called provincial 

court, while the second level called superior courts; these courts are known by various 

names, including Superior Court of Justice, Supreme Court (not to be confused with the 

supreme Court of Canada), and Court of queen’s Bench, and in most provinces the 

superior court has special divisions, such as the family division. Although superior courts 

are administered by the provinces and territories, judges are appointed and paid by the 

federal government.  

 The third level is Courts of Appeal, that each province and territory has a court of appeal, or 

appeal division. The number of judges on these courts may vary from one jurisdiction to 

another, but a court of appeal usually sits as a panel of three. 

Functionally 

 Each province and territory, except Nunavut territory, has a Provincial / Territorial 

court, and these courts hear cases involving either federal or local laws. In general, it deals 

with criminal offences, family law matters except divorce, traffic violations, young 

persons from 12 to 17, and claims involving money, up to a certain amount set by the 

jurisdiction in question.  
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In addition to the provincial court, each province or territory has superior courts , these 

courts have inherent jurisdiction which means that they can hear cases in any area except 

those that are specifically limited to another level of court, it tries the most serious 

criminal and civil cases; divorce cases , and cases that involve large amounts of money. In 

addition the superior courts also act as a court of first appeal for the underlying court 

system that provinces and territories maintain. 

Lastly, the courts of appeal hear appeals from decisions of the superior courts and 

provincial / territorial courts. Also hear constitutional questions that may arise in appeals 

involving individuals, governments, or governmental agencies.  

Supreme Court of Canada 

The supreme court of Canada is the final court of appeal from all other Canadian courts. 

It sits on the top of the judicial system pyramid in Canada. The Court consists of a Chief 

Justice and eight other judges, all appointed by the federal government. The Supreme 

Court Act requires that at least three judges must come from Quebec, the other six other 

judges; three come from Ontario, two from western Canada, and one comes from the 

Atlantic Provinces. The Supreme Court sits on Ottawa for three sessions a year: winter, 

spring and fall.  

It has jurisdiction over disputes in all areas of law, including constitutional law, 

administrative law, criminal law and civil law. 

In addition to its finalist appellate role, the supreme court of Canada plays a special role 

as advisor to the federal government; that the government may ask the court to consider 

questions on any important matter of law or fact, especially concerning the interpretation 

of federal or provincial / territorial legislation, or the powers of Parliament or the 

legislatures.   

Conclusions and Inferences  

After we presented both federal judicial systems in USA and Canada which represents 

two forms of Federal systems; the first represents the federal presidential regime, while 

the second represents the federal constitution monarchy model, we can conclude the 

following properties:  

1- There isn’t one federal judicial model in the world, that we can apply it on all the federal 

judicial systems, each has its unique system, according to the organization of each 

country but in the same time there are many similarities and basis are common. 

2- Multi judicial systems principle; this means that there are more than one system in the 

country, beside the federal judicial system, we saw local judicial systems, even with 

different forms structurally and functionally, varies according to what stated in its 

constitution 

3- Separation principle; this means that each judicial system is separate from the others 

under the judicial authority in the country, but sometimes there is interaction between 
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the federal level and local level graded on a continuum that in some cases, we can say 

there is a high separation as the American judicial system, while we notice less 

separation between both federal and local judicial systems in Canada.  

4- Independency Principle; we may conclude that all federal systems agreed that judicial 

systems are independent from other authorities; Legislative and Executive, whether on 

the federal or local levels. 

5- Exclusive and limited Jurisdiction for the federal Judicial system; this means in contrast 

that the general jurisdiction if for the local judicial level in federal systems, while 

jurisdiction in the federal judicial systems is limited by cases, disputes and matters that 

endanger and threaten the federal and union entity whether criminal or civil or 

elsewhere, and this appeared from what we notice of the kinds of issues that heard 

before the federal courts as matters of national security, constitutional questions and 

rights of peoples, intellectual property rights disputes, disputes between states and 

regions, Bankruptcy….etc.  

JUSICIAL SYSTEM IN UAE  

Emirati judicial system composed of two separate and independent judicial and local 

systems; the Federal Judicial system and the local judicial system.  

Federal Judicial System  

Organization of federal judicial system, not just depends on the Emirati constitution 

1971, but also there were several federal laws and statutes, in order to form the federal 

judicial body as Law no 10 of 1973 concerning the Union Supreme Court, Law no 6 of 

1978, concerning the establishment of federal courts and transferring competences of 

local judicial systems in special Emirates, and the federal law no, 17 of 1978, concerning 

cassation procedures before Union Supreme Court, and Law no 3 of 1983 concerning the 

organization of the federal judicial system.  

Accordingly to our methodology, we will present the federal judicial system structurally and 

functionally, for its three levels.  

Structurally 

 The Union Federal Supreme Court:  

It lies on the top of the Federal judicial system; it is one court only, and sits in Abu Dhabi, 

the capital of the union, and exceptionally matters sit in one of other emirates capitals.8 Its 

decisions are final and binding for all.  

 The Appellate Federal Courts:  

Despite the absence of a provision in the Emirati constitution, state the existence of 

Appellate Federal Courts, and what had been stated in article 95 of constitution; that the 

                                                        
8 See Art.10, law no 10 of 1973, concerning the Union Supreme Court. 
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Union shall have a union Supreme Court and union primary tribunals, but in the same time 

it states the possibility of appeal from decisions concluded from the Union Primary 

Tribunals9.  In this context, The Union Supreme Court issued on 197610, a constitutional 

interpretation decision approved the establishment of this level.  

This interpretation decision had been assured by Law no 3 of 1983, concerning the union 

judicial authority, which states the establishing of the Union Appellate Courts11. This court 

represents the second level, of the adjudication process, it sits in each capital of the union 

emirates, and the minister of justice has the right to issue a decision, in order to extend its 

territorial jurisdiction to include more than one Emirate, also to sits in another place rather 

its ordinary place in the capital of each Emirate. It composed from circuits to hear criminal, 

civil, commercial, and various matters deals with Emirati union.  

 The Union primary Tribunals:  

We may distinct between the Superior Union primary tribunal and the lower courts, the 

first sits in each capital of the union Emirates; it is formed by three judges, represent the 

first instance level in adjudication level, it consists of civil and criminal circuits, and each 

court has the right to establish other circuits in different matters as family affairs, tenancy, 

juveniles,….etc12. While the second level; the lower union primary tribunals exist in 

defined geographical territories in each Emirate, subordinated to the superior union primary 

tribunal13. 

Functionally 

Competences of the Union Supreme Court 

Emirati constitution determines exclusive jurisdiction to the supreme courts limited only for it 

in the following: 14 

1- Various disputes between member Emirates in the union, or between any one Emirate 

or more and the union Government, whenever such disputes are submitted to the court 

on the request of any of the interested parties. 

2- Examination of the constitutionality of union laws, if they are challenged by one or 

more of the Emirates on the grounds of violating the constitution of the Union.  

3- Examination of the constitutionality of legislations promulgated by one of the Emirates, 

if they are challenged by one of the Union authorities on the grounds of violation of the 

constitution, or union laws. 

4- Examination of the constitutionality of laws, legislations and regulations in general, if 

such request is referred to it by any court in the country during a pending case before 

                                                        
9 See para.2, Art. 103.   
10 Decision No 1 for the 4th judicial year, session 7, March, 1976. 
11 See art.9, in law no 3 of 1983 concerning the Federal judicial Authority. 
12  ibid, see art12.  
13 See Art 30 in Law no 11 of 1992 concerning The Civil and Commercial Procedures Federal Law. 
14 See  Art. 99, Emirati Constitution 
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it. The aforesaid court shall be bound to accept the ruling of the Union Supreme Court 

rendered in this connection. 

5- Interpretation of the provisions of the constitution, when so requested by any union 

authority or by the government of any Emirate. Any such interpretation shall be 

considered binding on all.  

6- Trial of Ministers and senior officials of the union appointed by decree regarding their 

actions in carrying out their official duties on tile demand of the Supreme Council and 

in accordance with the relevant law.  

7- Crimes directly affecting the interests of the union, such as crimes relating to its internal 

or external security, forgery of the official records or seals of any of the union 

authorities and counterfeiting of currency.  

8- Conflict of jurisdiction between the union judicial authorities and the local judicial 

authorities in the emirates.  

9- Conflict of jurisdiction between the judicial authority in one Emirate and the judicial 

authority in another Emirate. The rules relating thereof shall be regulated by a union 

law. 

10-Any other jurisdiction stipulated in this constitution, or which may be assigned to it by 

a union law. 

Union Appellate Court  

This court deals with the appellate cases, in which decisions issued from the union 

primary tribunals, and may be appealed according to law. 

Union Primary Tribunals  

Union Primary Tribunals with its two branches the superior court and the lower court; 

according to art.102, it has the following jurisdictions: 

- Civil, commercial and administrative disputes between the Union and individuals 

whether the union is plaintiff or defendant. 

- Crimes committed within the boundaries of the capital of the union, with the exception 

of such matters as are reserved for the Union Supreme Court. 

- Personal status cases, civil and commercial cases and the other cases between 

individuals which shall arise in the permanent capital of the union.  While the 

jurisdiction of the lower court; it deals with the civil and commercial and administrative 

disputes that not exceed than 100,000 Emirati Dirham, and its decision will be final if 

the dispute not exceed than 20,000 Emirati Dirham.  

Local Abu Dhabi Judicial System (ADJS) 

The need for establish local judicial system in Abu Dhabi  
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Here, we ask about is there a need to establish a local judicial system, separate and 

independent from the federal judicial system, especially that Abu Dhabi emirate had 

joined the federal judicial system from the first stage of the union? 

To answer this question we must put some facts which lead to the answer, this facts as follow:15  

1- Abu Dhabi emirate, in addition that it hosts the capital of the Union, and all the federal 

authorities, it considers the largest Emirate in the union; it represents 87% of the whole 

area of UAE, and the second populous emirate after Dubai.  

2- Abu Dhabi, lies as the fifth largest oil reserves in the world, and its current production 

from oil, represents 8% from the sum production of OPEC.  

3- Abu Dhabi economy on one hand is bigger than all the rest Emirates’ economies on the 

other hand; it represents 60% of the gross national production of UAE.  

4- Abu Dhabi economy, not ride the economic TGV, it plan to go faster than it by opening 

itself, to the international economy and interact with foreign businessmen and investors 

5- Historically and in fact, Abu Dhabi is the leader of the union, and it consider as the 

fulcrum of the union.  

All these facts and more lead to the importance of creating a stimulating environment, in 

order to accommodate and be relevant to this situation. The judicial system is the 

cornerstone of this environment to achieve prompt justice, and this was the reason in 

which Abu Dhabi withdrew from the federal judicial system and according to local law no 

23 of 2006, concerning Abu Dhabi Judicial Department, it established a separate and 

independent local judicial system, as Dubai and Ras al Khimah emirates, in parallel to the 

federal judicial systems and other local systems.16 

The Constitutional Legitimacy of ADJS  

 Abu Dhabi local authorities, in establishing ADJS depends on the constitution provisions, 

which states that the local judicial authorities in each Emirate shall have jurisdiction in 

all judicial matters not assigned to the union judicature in accordance with constitution.17 

This provision assures that each emirate has the right to maintain or establish its judicial 

system which deals with matters out of the federal jurisdiction scope and this gives to the 

local system a general jurisdiction in issues arise in the local territory of each emirate. 

This situation is semi congruent to other comparative federal systems as mentioned 

before.  

ADJS structure:  

Local judicial system in Abu Dhabi relies on three levels for adjudicating; one cassation 

court sits in Abu Dhabi city which is the capital of Abu Dhabi emirate and the union too, 

it is formed by 5 judges. The Appellate courts formulate the second stage for litigation 

                                                        
15 Abu Dhabi Commercial and Industry Chamber, Numbers and Facts, 2012-2014, Jan. 2015. 
16 The committee of legislative and legal affairs, report on the delay of execution of civil judgments, The National consultation 

Council,23 Dec.2006 
17 See Art.104. Emirate Constitution.  
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before local courts, two appellate courts in ADJS; the first sits in Abu Dhabi city, while the 

second sits in Al Ain city. The third level is the First Instance Courts; three courts 

represent this level, the first lies in Abu Dhabi city, and the second in Al Ain city, while the 

third sits in El Gharbiah territory.18 

ADJS’ jurisdiction19:  

 Court of Cassation: This court deals with the following jurisdiction:   

1. Objections in final judgments decided from appellate courts, whether been illegal, 

or null, or for fault in its procedures. 

2. Hear and decide in conflicting jurisdiction between courts in the emirate.  

3. Trial members of Abu Dhabi Executive Board, and senior employees, whom 

recruited by Amiri decrees, upon the submission of the Chairman of the executive 

board, and the approval of the Ruler.  

 Court of Appeal: This court deals with the following duties:  

1. Hear appeals of decisions issued from the first instance court.  

2. Hear and decide in rejection claims of judges, whether in the appellate courts, or in 

the first instances courts. 

 Court of First Instance; we may distinct between the two levels, the superior court and 

the lower court.  

- Superior Court: it deals the following matters: 

1. This circuits have a general jurisdiction upon Bankruptcy cases.  

2. Litigations related to in-kind real estate. 

3. Temporary or imminent claims, and all incidental claims related to the original 

claim, whatever its amount or its kind.  

4. It Deals with all civil and commercial disputes, which its amount exceeded 

100,000 Emirati Dirham.  

- Lower Court: it deals with the following disputes: 

1. All civil and commercial disputes that below 100,000 Emirati Dirham, 

regarding that the decision shall be final if the dispute is below 20,000 Emirati 

Dirham. 

2. It deals,(whatever its amount) with disputes related to division cases for 

common money, wages, salaries, personal affairs.  

Relation between Federal jurisdiction and local jurisdiction in UAE  

As we showed herein above, that both jurisdiction are separate and independent, that we 

must put in our mind, that each judicial system concern by a unique defined entity, the 

federal system concern by the union entity and all disputes or matters that related or 

endanger this entity, while the local system concern by all matters whether civil or 

                                                        
18 See Art.10 in law no 23 of 2006. 
19 ibid. See articles 7, 8, 9. 



ICISSS 2015 LONDON |24 

 

 www.flelearning.co.uk  
 

criminal that relates to the local entity, and this what we notice it in the comparative 

federal systems which presented it in section one.  

But, we must not forget that the two entities are complemented to each other that nature 

of disputes in federal countries, not only related to conflicting jurisdiction between both 

of them, but also between different local jurisdictions, especially we have three local 

judicial systems and federal judicial system. This represents the core of the relation 

between the two systems.  

Emirati constitution entrusted the Federal Supreme Court to resolve this conflict with an 

exclusive competent in dealing with conflicting jurisdiction issue. 

Conflicting jurisdiction, takes three forms:  

 Passive Jurisdiction: this means that both of courts reject hearing the dispute and decided 

they have not jurisdiction upon it.  

1. Active Jurisdiction; is opposite to the above, that both courts decided that the case is 

under their jurisdiction. 

Whether the conflict is passive or active there are some conditions must be fulfilled in 

the case, in order that the Federal Supreme Court may hear it:  

a) The dispute must be listed and presented in the same time before the two courts.  

b) Both of the two conflicted judicial entities decide whether the conflict is passive or 

active in the case.  

c) Never one of both judicial entities had decided in the subject matter of the case by 

a final judgment.  

In this case the Supreme Court will take its decision, by put in consideration the 

proper and nearest relevant court to the dispute, and according to law no 11 of 

1992 concerning the federal civil and commercial procedure law to the dispute to 

hear this case. 

2. Controversial decisions:  

This is the third case of conflicting jurisdiction, that the Supreme Court faces two final 

decisions in the same dispute from different courts, both of them contradicted and it is 

hard to conciliate between the both, and entire solution that the Supreme court have to  

dismiss one of them by a decision.  
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EXPLORATION OF CITY IMAGE THROUGH HASHTAGS 

 Segah Sak*1 and Szymon Piatek2 

 

Abstract 

Where digital media is one of the fundamental dynamics of culture, people’s attitudes 

towards various phenomena are manifested through digital representations. This study 

aims to develop and test an innovative method for the study of the concept of the image 

of the city. In this context, the researchers regard inspection of digital media as a 

methodological tool, and explore people’s relation to cities through hashtags. In the 

research, hashtag clouds involving names of a sample of cities (London, Sheffield, 

Edinburgh and Belfast) are pulled out of publicly available data from Twitter. Patterns in 

associations of cities within and among hashtag clouds are investigated to have an insight 

about how people relate to cities. 

Key Words: city image, digital media, hashtags, interdisciplinary methodology, location  

INTRODUCTION 

In the contemporary world, digital media is one of the fundamental dynamics of culture. 

Not only various phenomena are shaped through digital mediation, but also people’s 

attitudes towards various phenomena are manifested through digital representations. 

Consequently, digital realm constitutes significant data for any research dealing with 

contemporary social issues. 

The influence of digital media on people’s relation to their environment has been a 

subject to many critical studies in psychology, urban studies, geography, etc. On the other 

hand, depending on the developing technologies, the built environment has started to 

embrace many forms of digital media, and people started to demand more on digital 

media for their experiences of spaces. 

The Image of the City  

The concept was proposed by Kevin Lynch who defined environmental image as 

“generalized mental picture of the exterior physical world that is held by an individual” 

(Lynch 1960). Lynch, in his work, concentrated on the urban space itself, and conducted 

a survey in three American cities (Boston, Jersey City and Los Angeles) to understand 
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how people constructed mental images of the given cities in relation to the characteristics 

of the selected urban areas. Similar approaches to the urban space and to the ways people 

mentally and behaviourally relate to those spaces have been adopted by environmental 

psychologists and urban planners to re-elaborate Lynch’s theory. Rachel and Stephen 

Kaplan (Kaplan & Kaplan 1989), from an environmental psychological point of view, 

worked on people’s preferences of places. Being an urban planner, Jack L. Nasar, 

proposed evaluative image of the city where he explored people’s appraisals of the city to 

provide suggestions for pleasant urban spaces (Naser 1998). Ramadier and Gabriel 

Moser focused on social dimensions of formation of mental maps (Ramadier 2004, pp 

423-439). In the studies which concentrated on the behavioural aspects of the image of 

the city, the concept of mental map was used alternately, and the relation between mental 

formations and environmental experience was elaborated (Tuan 1975). 

The majority of the previous research conducted empirical studies where respondents 

were asked to represent their experiences of and attitudes towards urban spaces through 

interviews. This study aims to develop and test an innovative method for the study of the 

concept. In this context, the researchers regard inspection of digital media as a 

methodological tool, and explore image of the city through hashtags. 

Hashtags 

A hashtag is a type of hyperlinked label that is widely used across social media platforms. 

# symbol, which describes hashtag was first used by Twitter user Chris Messina (known 

as @factoryjoe) on 23rd August 2007 in his short post which read: ‘how do you feel about 

using # (pound) for groups. As in #barcamp [msg]?’ (Messina 2007). Three days later on 

26 August 2007 the term ‘hashtag’ was used for the first time by Stowe Boyd in his blog 

post “Hash Tags = Twitter Groupings” (Boyd 2007). Since 2007 hashtags have been 

adopted on numerous social media platforms such as Twitter, Instagram or Facebook and 

are used to annotate content and make it more searchable.  

Broadly speaking hashtags play similar role on all platforms but it has to be noted that 

there are also some differences. Their usage on Instagram is somewhat to their usage on 

Twitter. On Instagram hashtags are used to describe the content (photo or video) 

whereas on Twitter they are part of content themselves. In a strictly linguistic 

understanding they are part of the content. A Tweet is build from words and a hashtag is 

a word. The difference between hashtags and other words is that they are hyperlinked, 

which means that they are part of a larger hashtag system or in other words they form 

hashtag clouds. 

Hashtag system 

On a basic level a hashtag cloud refers to a group of hashtags used in a single post in social 

media platforms such as Twitter or Instagram. Again there will be some differences 

between hashtag clouds depending on a platform. On Instagram there is a limit of 

maximum 30 hashtags that can be used to annotate one media, which means that hashtag 
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cloud could contain maximum 30 hashtags. Twitter only allows 140 characters per post 

and in practice most of this is used for normal text or links so there is not so much space 

left for hashtags. Generally the good practice on Twitter is that each post should not 

include more than three hashtags. As a result Twitter hashtag clouds are generally much 

smaller than Instagram.   

The above differences between platforms disappear if one starts to analyse hashtag 

clouds for thousands of Tweets or Instagram posts.  By doing so it is possible to reveal 

some patterns that are being formed among them.  

METHODOLOGY 

In this research, the aim is to develop and test an innovative method to understand 

people’s relation their environment. The proposed methodology involves gathering and 

analysis of digital data (in the form of hashtag clouds) from social media platforms to 

understand people’s associations of cities. To test the proposed methodology, this 

research focuses on a narrow sampling of cities and digital platforms. 

Hashtags are now used in many platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, etc. 

Methods and the extent of data mining for the mentioned social media vary. For this study 

Twitter is selected based on the relatively easy access to Twitter API and the availability 

of the tools that allow for data exploration. The original method of analysing hashtag 

clouds and patterns that they form was developed for Instagram hashtag analysis (Piatek 

2014). Here, the original method is modified so that Twitter hashtags could be analysed. 

For the representativeness of the data, such study requires a large selection of cities for 

analysis. Though, to be able to narrow the data for this experiential study, the sample of 

the cities is determined to include London, Sheffield, Edinburgh and Belfast depending 

on their varying characteristics.  

In the data gathering process, hashtag clouds involving names of the sample cities were 

pulled out from a publicly available Twitter data. Data mining for the hashtag clouds were 

realized through TAGSExplorer.    

Theoretical data analysis model 

In order to observe and understand patterns that are being formed by hashtags one needs 

to start from the analysis of the system that they create. Hashtag system is invisible to 

Twitter users as they can only see individual Tweets. As argued before, individual Tweets 

usually have from one to three hashtags, so one can not really call it a system. We call it 

level 1 Hashtag Cloud.  

Once Twitter users click on any hashtag e.g. #london, they are taken to the search results 

page (that is what Chris Messina and Stowe Boyd called groups) that lists other Tweets 

that were tagged with this hashtag - we call it Level 2. All these Tweets have #london in 

them but they also have other hashtags. Once we collect enough Tweets which have 
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#london in them, remove everything else apart from hashtags, we end up with a Level 3 

hashtag cloud for #london - a group of hashtags that are associated with #london.  

Lastly we rank hashtag cloud based on the number of times a given tag was used. This 

way we establish the strength of association between #london and other hashtags. In a 

below example #london has the strongest association with #berlin, and weaker 

associations with other hashtags.  Table 1 below shows the model through the example 

of London. 

One might ask why other text is removed and the associations are only ranked and 

measured for hashtags. This is because other text is not hyperlinked and is not 

searchable, which as a result means that other text does not create any system. Hashtags 

do create system, and as we follow the 4 steps, we end up with a ranking based on 

popularity. Once the ranking is generated and we have analysed it on level 4 and we know 

the strongest associations, we proceed to the last level, which involves classification of 

hashtags. 

Table 1 – Analysis Model 

Level 1: Individual Tweet: #london is a great city 

Level 2: Search results for #london:  
Tweet 1: The Royal Exchange in the City of #london. #photography  

Tweet 2: 400,000,000 #Snapchat's a Day! News from #contagiousNNW #London 

Tweet 3: Who is going to #london for #Easter? 

Tweet 4: #london or #berlin? Where would you go? 

Tweet 5: My mother was from #london but then my family moved to #coventry becasue of 

house prices.  

Tweet 6: On my way from #berlin. I'm landing in #London in 2hrs 

Tweet 7: King's Cross bridge in 1953. #London  

Tweet 8: Think I'll drop the vlog from #London now I know #AlsinaNation been waitin for it... 

here it goes  

Tweet 9: This is such a stunning setting for a show #sunset #London  

Tweet 10: Thanks again to @LondonHistorian for opportunity to visit archaeological dig at 

Liverpool Street - absolutely brilliant :-D #London #history 

Level 3: Hashtag cloud after removing text apart from hashtags: #london #photography 

#Snapchat #contagiousNNW #London #london #Easter #london #berlin #london #coventry 

#berlin #London #London #London #AlsinaNation #sunset #London #London #history 

Level 4: Hashtag ranking: #London (10), #Berlin (2), #photography (1), #Snapchat (1), 

#contagiousNNW (1), #Easter (1), #coventry (1), #AlsinaNation (1), #sunset (1), #history (1) 

 

Hashtag classification 

Broadly speaking classification is the process of ordering things into groups based on 

their differences and similarities. The study of this process, including its principles, 

procedures and rules is called taxonomy. Bowker and Star (2010, p 10) define 

classification as a spatial, temporal or spatio-temporal segmentation of the world. They 
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describe it as a set of boxes (metaphorical or literal) into which things can be put. 

According to Bowker and Star, a classification system should exhibit the following 

properties: 

1. There are consistent, unique classificatory principles in operation e.g. genetic 

principles of ordering – classifying things by their origin and descent.  

2. Categories are mutually exclusive. Ideally, categories are clearly demarcated bins, into 

which any object addressed by the system will neatly and uniquely fit. A rose is a rose, 

not a rose sometimes and a daisy other times.  

3. The system is complete – the ideal system of classification provides total coverage of 

the world it describes. Ignoring a new flower is impossible – it needs to be named. No 

empty categories are allowed. 

In this study, these principles of classification are followed. All categories are mutually 

exclusive and once all hashtags from Level 4 are grouped at Level 5, requirement of 

system completeness will be achieved.Once we have obtained results we  analyse them 

in the light of the theoretical concepts about the image of the city.  

Data collection and description 

In the data gathering process, hashtag clouds involving names of the sample cities were 

pulled out of publicly available Twitter API. Data mining for the hashtag clouds were 

realized through TAGSExplorer. In total,15375 Tweets which contained hashtags 

#belfast. #sheffield, #edinburgh or #london were pulled out. The very first look at the 

data showed that, as expected, four cities have very different characteristics and their 

hashtag clouds differ quite significantly. #London was by far the most popular hashtag, 

#sheffield and #edinburgh were on a similar level of popularity and #belfast was the least 

popular.   

For #belfast 3881 Tweets were gathered. They were published between 13:17:43 on 

21/04/2015 and 01:33:35 on 24/04/2015 giving the average Tweet rate (tweet/minute) 

of 0.84. For #sheffield, 3025 Tweets were gathered. They were published between 

16:01:12 on 22/04/2015 and 01:19:36 on 24/04/2015 giving the average Tweet rate 

(tweet /minute) of 1.5. For #edinburgh 3738 Tweets were gathered.  They were 

published between between 17:55:08 on 22/04/2015 and 01:30:51 on 24/04/2015 

giving the average Tweet rate (tweet /minute) of 1.97. For #london 4731 Tweets were 

gathered. They were published between between 21:34:49 on 23/04/2015 and 01:44:24 

on 24/04/2015 giving the average Tweet rate (tweet /minute) of 19. Because of a very 

high Tweet rate, the period that was analysed had to be reduced to just over 4hrs. This is 

one of the limitations of this study – the #london data only covers very limited period of 

time. Table 2 shows the summary of the gathered data.  

Table 2: Data summary 
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 Number of Tweets Tweet rate 

#belfast 3881 0.84 

#sheffield 3025 1.52 

#edinburgh 3738 1.97 

#london 4731 19 
 

Data Analysis 

Once the Tweets were pulled out of Twitter we removed all other text from them apart 

from hashtags (As per Hashtag Cloud level 3 analysis described in theoretical model 

section). Then we ranked the remaining hashtags (level 4). Table 3 shows Level 4 Hashtag 

cloud-ranking for #belfast.  

Table 3: Level 4 Hashtag cloud – ranking for #belfast 

Rank Hashtag weight rank hashtag weight 
1 #belfast (3837) 6 #travel (81) 
2 #job (741) 7 #news (68) 
3 #belfasthour (127) 8 #northernireland (62) 
4 #ireland (104) 9 #dublin (60) 
5 #jobs (84) 10 #mcbusted (58) 

Originally, rankings were made for each city, and the first 100 hashtags for each city were 

studied individually and some notes were taken in the light of the previous research and 

of the assumptions of the researchers. The meanings and context of some hashtags were 

apparent (eg. #jobs). A large number of the hashtags were hard to understand as they 

involved abbreviations. Their meanings were understood through search engine based 

research.  

While taking notes, some patterns started to appear. When all the hashtags were 

explained through notes, groupings have been made. For the analysis, some of the 

hashtags were eliminated. These hashtags were related to bussiness and promoting, to 

the practice of sharing (#selfie, #rt, #retweet, #follow, #tbt, etc.), or to information 

sharing only (#news, #jobs, etc.). The hashtag clouds regarding London and Sheffield 

involved a large number of other cities - and countries for London. In both cases, most of 

those hashtag clouds were shared for various kinds of promotion or information sharing. 

Although there were some individual hashtag clouds in which personal approaches were 

expressed, cities and countries were left out of groupings as those cases were observed 

very rarely. Table 4 below shows the groups which were noted as being somehow related 

to the city, and the count of the hashtags within those groups for each city. Hashtag groups 

are listed in descending order according to the total number of hashtags involved in 

groups. 

Table 4: Level 5 Hashtag Cloud - Groupings 
GROUPS Sheffield Belfast Edinburgh London TOTAL 
representation (national) 0 238 386 353 977 

experience (space) 143 150 328 317 938 

experience (event) 121 437 201 123 882 

Politics 126 9 70 591 796 
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experience (nature) 18 184 360 55 617 

representation (art&design) 109 79 104 275 567 

experience (community) 177 213 89 0 479 

experience (everyday) 26 119 227 62 434 

Emotion 85 52 55 74 266 

Sports 203 8 0 0 211 

TOTAL 1008 1489 1820 1850  

DISCUSSION 

It is possible to state that, the findings of this study can be discussed in two phases. Firstly, 

a discussion about the gathered data is provided. Secondly, the proposed method will be 

discussed depending on the experience of the research carried out for this paper.  

Discussion: Hashtag Groups 

Cities were frequently appeared in hashtag clouds where national context is also 

expressed. It is possible to state that, such association shows a sense of belonging to the 

nation and context. Sense of belonging is very important for the construction of positive 

images of cities as in those cases, the cities are perceived as a representative of the nation 

or country. Although in total national representativeness appeared to be important, for 

Sheffield, such relation is not observed at all. This is presumably related to the fact that 

the other three cities constituting the capitals of their own regions. Hashtag clouds 

related to Sheffield, differently from the other three cities, frequently involves sports 

related hashtags – #sufc (Sheffield United F.C.) and #swfc (Sheffield Wednesday F.C.) 

were mentioned frequently. This case reflects that, fandom can actually be connected to 

people’s relation to their cities.  

Politics seem to be an important subject matter in the social media. Most of the hashtags 

used in political context were related to the 2015 elections in the UK, so popularity of 

political hashtags seem to be a temporal behaviour. Still, it can be proposed that, people’s 

use of them in relation to cities is a reflection of power of places in creating collective 

actions. Apparently for the same reason, many other hashtags (e.g. #socialsheffield) 

which reflect efforts of creating and experiencing communities are observed to be very 

common. 

Not suprisingly, all four cities were frequently mentioned in relation to various form of 

experiences, which are given separately in groupings. The most used hashtag group was 

experience of space. This group involves either expressions related to the practices or 

experience (e.g. #tram for Edinburgh), or place names within the city. Mentioned place 

names were of constructed social spaces (e.g. #varsity for Sheffield), of landmarks (e.g. 

#bigben for London), of open urban spaces (e.g. #arthursseed for Edinburgh) or of urban 

zones (e.g. #essex for London). Various events (e.g. concerts) in the cities appeared to be 

very important for the citizens’ relation to their cities. The fact that these hashtags of 

events (e.g. #gig, #ghettoromancetour, #sundancelondon) were used very often in a 

hashtag clouds implies people’s experience of their cities is enriched by such events. In 

parallel, art related hashtags (e.g. #streetart, #art) are very popular in location related 
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hashtagclouds, showing how arts can be very important for public’s construction of 

meanings of cities. 

Hashtags related to the experience of the natural features and cycles within the city 

(eg.#flowers, #spring, #sunshine) are very commonly used. Although these hastags are 

not always very specific to the city itself, it seems like, people’s joyful experience of them 

create more positive approaches to their cities. Similarly, people’s daily activities such as 

eating and drinking (e.g. #lunch, # whisky) –especially when experienced so pleasantly 

that they are shared through social media – seem to add value to people’s relation to the 

cities. Hashtag clouds, when examined individually, provide clues about people’s 

emotions towards the cities. In addition, some emotion related hashtags were used, 

showing that people’s feelings and emotional reactions to the cities, which are a lot of 

times very independent from any evaluations of the urban space, are significantly 

important for people’s relation to cities. 

Discussion: Proposed Method 

In this research, it is seen that, the proposed method has a great potential to provide 

insight about people’s relation to the cities. It should be noted that, it seems to be hard do 

find patterns related to the groupings that have been done in the previous research. Yet, 

to be able to find the patterns related to the image of the city as observed by researchers 

such as Lynch or Nasar, working with larger samples of hashtags is required. However, in 

the research, some patterns in the hashtags were easily observed. The groupings made 

according to the observed patterns reveal that, analysis of hashtag clouds has a great 

potential about understanding people’s relation to the cities as large and complex 

systems – however not really to the urban space. The research made it also apparent that, 

such approach requires a longitudinal approach to data gathering.  

Another finding related to the method is that, study of hashtags to explore the image of 

the city require careful investigation of hashtag clouds and tweets to understand the 

context of the hashtags used. In the analysis, it is observed that, some of the hashtags 

which seemed to be related to a certain approach were actually used in completely 

different contexts. For example, #sheffieldissuper seems to be an expression that shows 

an appreciation of the city whereas it was actually used by businesses which aimed to 

promote various products and services. 

CONCLUSION 

The objective of this research was to propose and test an innovative method to 

understand people’s relation the cities. The research involved gathering of publicly 

available hashtags from Twitter, and content analysis of the data through groupings. The 

selected cities for analysis were Sheffield, London, Belfast and Edinburgh as cities having 

different qualities.  
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During the analysis, some patterns were easily found in people’s associations of cities. 

Although these associations did not really match with the existing data, it can not be 

stated that such overlap is not possible. Research with larger data is required to observe 

such overlappings. The research showed that, it was actually possible to have an 

understanding of people’s relation to cities through the study of shares in social media 

platforms. The same methodology in the same context can easily be adopted in further 

research, however should deal with larger data sets. 

REFERENCE LIST 

 Bowker, G. and Star S.L. (2000) Sorting Things Out: Classification and its 

Consequences. MIT Press 

 Boyd, S. (2007) 'Hash Tags = Twitter Groupings' available: 

<http://stoweboyd.com/post/39877198249/hash-tags-twitter-groupings> [accessed 25 

April 2015]. 

 Kaplan, R. and Kaplan, S. (1989) The Experience of Nature: A Psychological 

Perspective. Cambridge University Press. 

 Lynch, K. (1960) The Image of the City. The MIT Press 

 Messina, C. (2007) ‘Hashtags: How did the idea for hashtags originate on Twitter?’ 

Quora, available: <http://www.quora.com/Hashtags/How-did-the-idea-for-

hashtags-originate-on-Twitter> [accessed 25 April 2015]. 

 Nasar, J.L. (1998) The Evaluative Image of the City. Sage Publications 

 Piatek, S.J. (2014) Spamtagging #hashtags #Instagram #chaos #patterns #ranking. 

University of London: MA thesis, Goldsmiths, 

 Ramadier, T. (2004) ‘Transdisciplinarity and its Challenges: The Case of Urban 

Studies’ Futures 36, 423–439. 

 Tuan, Y. (2975) ‘Images and Mental Maps’ Annals of the Association of American 

Geographers 65(2), 205-213. 

http://stoweboyd.com/post/39877198249/hash-tags-twitter-groupings


35 | AICILSINTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INTERDISCIPLINARY SOCIAL SCIENCE STUDIES | 35 

 

© 2015 The Author | ICISSS © 2015 FLE Learning  
  

 

A study of new trends in online banking usage among university 

academics 

Mrs. Prasansha Kumari1  

Online banking is an electronic payment system that enables customers of a financial 

institution to carry out financial transactions using website operated by the institution, 

such as a retail bank, virtual bank, credit union or building society. There is a growing 

interest among professional customers in government and private banks in Sri Lanka in 

engage in internet banking. 

This paper intends to identify and analyze the new trends of use online banking among 

university academic staff members in 2014. Information were gathered through 

conducting interviews and statured questioners with a total of 100 academic members in 

four faculties of the University of Kelaniya. Secondary data were collected from books, 

articles, relevant websites and other relevant documents. Collected data were analyzed 

using descriptive research method. The result shows that 55 percent academic staff 

members have been using online banking for basic online banking facilities such as check 

balances, review histories, funds transfer and bill payments. 15 percent academic staff 

have been using both basic and other developed online banking facilities, for instance 

order checks, order saving bonds, place stop payments and state tax payments The study 

identified that over 30 percent academic members have not register for online banking 

in any bank. There is a growing trend of using online banking facilities among young 

academic members than senior academic staff. Members in the Faculty of Commerce and 

Management and Faculty of Science are using online banking than the staff members 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Faculty of Humanities.  

Key Words 

Online Banking, Academics, Funds Transfer, Payments  

Learning an African Language in Online Environments: A Student 

Perspective 

Mr. Jabulani Owen Nene2  

Over the past few years arguments were thrown around that online teaching and learning 

will never be a success at the University of South Africa. This was with reference to the 

learning of students of rural background especially since most of them belong to 

disadvantaged environment. The major reason cited is lack of the primary resources to 

do any online module. So to speak, they do not have the technology to access internet. 

                                                        
1 Mrs. Prasansha Kumari, Senior Lecturer, University of Kelaniya. 
2 Mr. Jabulani Owen Nene, Lecturer, University of South Africa. 
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The intention of this article is to test the validity of such arguments which in essence are 

a fallacy in the face of fast developing technological sensibilities. To put matters into 

perspective, student’s views and their attitude towards learning an African Language 

online will be advanced. This article will demonstrate that technocratic notions are 

baseless and if anything, they are a scheme to further marginalize African languages. The 

intellectualization of African languages is emerging as a real force and any view contrary 

is a negation of language development. 

Perspectives on the organizational contributions of nurse 

practitioners: Help, human resources, and holism 

Dr. Sarah Wall3  

Concerns about the sustainability and effectiveness of Western healthcare systems have 

led to increasing interest in addressing access issues, providing wellness-oriented early 

intervention, shifting toward less institutionalized care, and utilizing human resources 

more effectively. Nurse practitioners (NPs) are nurses with advanced education and 

experience. The role has been in place in Canada for several decades and is looked to as a 

way of achieving such changes. Although research to date has demonstrated that NPs give 

high quality care with excellent patient outcomes, a chronic lack of role clarity and 

acceptance has significantly hindered the implementation of this role and constrained its 

potential for change. This presentation considers the findings of a qualitative study 

designed to explore and describe the characteristics of the nurse practitioner role, 

identify the ways in which nurse practitioners contribute to innovation in patient care, 

examine the barriers to NP role implementation, and suggest ways in which organizations 

can better support the NP role. Study participants included nurse practitioners, 

physicians working with NPs, and administrators responsible for implementing the role. 

Each group had a different perspective on the role and its value. Physicians regarded 

these high-level practitioners as “help” within their own practices. Administrators tended 

to use NPs to manage patient workload within the traditional physician focused system, 

although they could see value in NP-led innovation. The NPs themselves envisioned a 

non-traditional, holistic, patient-centered approach to care that challenged the 

interventionist focus of the medical model. Suggestions for enhancing the potential of the 

role were offered by all groups. 

 

                                                        
3 Dr. Sarah Wall, Assistant Professor, University of Alberta. 
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Evidence of e-procurement in the performance of hospitality 

enterprises in Bauchi, Nigeria 

Mr. Muazu Umar4  

In recent years there has been an increase in the adoption of e-procurement in 

organizations. E-procurement is adjudged to cause some form of revolution in how 

business get their supplies. However, there is considerable evidence to show that 

enterprises in developing countries like Nigeria are yet to reap the full benefits offered 

by e-procurement. It is for this reason this study was conducted to investigate the extent 

of e-procurement adoption by enterprises within the hospitality industry in Bauchi, in 

the north eastern part of Nigeria. The study related the technology adoption model to the 

interaction between e-procurement and firm’s performance. The empirical research was 

based on 48 responses from a survey with managers of enterprises in the hospitality 

industry. The result suggests that the level of adoption is low. However, enterprises that 

adopted e-procurement experienced improvement in performance. Unfortunately, the 

limitations of relatively small sample size negate the ability to generalize; otherwise, the 

inherent benefits could not be justified by the apparent indifference on the part of 

managers. With very little literature on the subject matter from this part of the world, the 

study has succeeded as a first step towards the generation of a repository of knowledge 

in the study area. It should provide managers and researchers with empirical evidence of 

the challenges and prospects of e-procurement in the hospitality industry. 

Key words: E-procurement, performance, enterprises, hospitality industry. 

An exploratory study of the lived experiences of Qatari adolescents 

attending international secondary school 

Ms. Jan Marie Graham5, Mr. Yousuf Ibrahim and Ms. Yasmin Lucas 

 
The purpose of this research is to explore the lived experiences of Qatari adolescents 

attending gender integrated, international secondary schools in Qatar. As Qatar moves 

forward on the world stage, the focus and standards of education for Qatari youth have 

evolved to keep pace with international standards. Many Qatari families are opting to 

have their children educated at international schools where the language of instruction 

is English, and many if not all of the schools are gender integrated with curricula heavily 

influenced by western thought and tradition. Although Islamic studies and instruction in 

Arabic language are available for Qatari students, there is much less emphasis on this 

course work than would be seen in traditional Qatari independent schools. This may 

create tension, stress and difficulty for some adolescents as they transition between the 

expectations and realities of the school environments to that of home. Emotional and 

                                                        
4 Mr. Muazu Umar, Lecturer, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University. 
5 Ms. Jan Marie Graham, Nursing Instructor, University of Calgary in Qatar. 
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psychological issues that impact mental health, well-being and academic success may 

result if the adolescent is unable to cope with and manage the stress related to living and 

learning within two different cultural environments. The findings of this qualitative study 

will be presented.  

 

ECtHR's Response to Speech that Advocates Terrorism or Political 

Violence 

Mr. Ilyas Firat Cengiz6  

An increased number of cases related to certain public-political speeches advocate 

terrorism or political violence, have been examined by the European Court of Human 

Rights (ECtHR) to determine whether the restrictions imposed by the national authorities 

are compliant with the European Convention on Human Rights. The European Court has 

received high number of cases from the countries where have encountered challenges of 

international and domestic terrorism or politically motivated violence. Over time, it 

appears the Court has a slightly different approach to threat caused by speech which has 

national character compared to those that are more international in nature. This chapter 

analysis the Court's attempt to balance deference given to national authorities regarding 

different forms of speeches that advocate terrorism or political violence. The analysis of 

ECtHR case law provides an comprehensive angle to find out the Court's 

approach/response to such speech by classifying speeches into three categories on the 

basis of that speech is disapproved by state, connected to domestic or international 

terrorism. In other words, these categories can be listed as i) speech disapproved by state, 

ii) speech connected to domestic terrorism iii) speech connected to international 

terrorism. This classification assists to develop an analytical analysis of the Court's 

approach. Furthermore, it can be claimed that speech threats that might target the state, 

such as those related to national independence struggles, are often treated by the Court 

with narrow deference. On the other hand, the Court gives wide deference to national 

authorities in response to questions of putative threats caused by speech related to 11 

September attack, under the guise of fighting international terrorism. This implies that 

the Court shows a less degree of deference to national authorities to take measure against 

putative threat caused by speech connected to national independence struggles and their 

political wings. This implies that the consensus between member states on the fight 

against international terrorism are much clear than the consensus on fight against 

domestic terrorism which threaten a specific country. 

Key words: Freedom of expression, terrorism, political violence, the European Court of 

Human Rights 

                                                        
6 Mr. Ilyas Firat Cengiz, PhD Student, University of East Anglia. 



39 | AICILSINTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INTERDISCIPLINARY SOCIAL SCIENCE STUDIES | 39 

 

© 2015 The Author | ICISSS © 2015 FLE Learning  
  

 

Color Preference Effects on Aesthetic Evaluation (Group Poster 

Presentation) 

Mr. Seok sung Hong7, Ms. Ja young Gu and Ms. Hyeon Jeong Lee 

Garner’s study (1963, 1970) focused how people experience aesthetic through cognitive 

information process. Garner suggests that redundancy of dot pattern is one of significant 

factors that influence aesthetic judgment. Redundancy means a rule of patterns, and high 

redundancy patterns allow people to perceive the rule quickly. Not only redundancy, but 

also color information is important factor in judgment of aesthetic. According to Mehta & 

Zhu (2009), cognitive information process is affected by color stimulus. Red color 

enhances performance on detail-oriented cognitive process, and green or blue color 

enhances creative processes. In the way that the aesthetic evaluation is abstract task, 

Garner’s study about the aesthetic of dot pattern can be affected by colors. In reality, a 

variety of patterns have color information. So, information is processed by color 

information as well as patterns. Therefore, we studied that how color variables such as 

red, green, and blue work in people’s mind when people perceive the redundancy of dot 

patterns. Participants first evaluated the aesthetic about 150 dot patterns of 5 colors (red, 

yellow, green, blue, and black), and then they answered what color they prefer. Dot 

patterns have 3 types of redundancy level that the number of similar patterns was made 

by rotation and reflection. Participants could choose red, green, and blue, but they could 

write other color if the color list didn’t include their preference. They also answered some 

questions of preference about 10 personal goods; a chair, a document file, a curtain, a 

straw, a cup, a toothbrush, a frame, a cushion, a desk lamp, and an album. Those goods 

were with colors; red, yellow, green, and blue. Our result firstly presents that the blue dot 

patterns were evaluated higher aesthetic than other color patterns and were more 

sensitive to the redundancy of dot patterns. In preference comparison, people who 

preferred the green color were more sensitive to the redundancy than those who 

preferred red color. No matter what they like any color of goods evaluation, people who 

preferred just one-color goods evaluated higher aesthetic than one who preferred two 

more colors. Interesting point in this result is people who preferred green color were 

more sensitive to the redundancy of dot patterns than those who preferred red or blue. 

A Study of tendency of participation in sports – university 

undergraduates 

Mrs. Vimuckthi Charika Wickramaratne8  

The history of sport in Sri Lanka University goes back to the 1920. The University College 

which was later named as the Peradeniya University, had a very special association with 

Athletics. At the commencement of the University of Ceylon in 1948, Canadian Olympian 

G. Brant the post of Director physical Training at the University. As a result of his 

                                                        
7 Mr. Seok sung Hong, Graduate Student, Ajou University. 
8 Mrs. Vimuckthi Charika Wickramaratne, Senior Lecturer, University of Kelaniya. 
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instruction and guidance the emergence of university sportsmen and sports women, of 

international standers was seen.  

While the participation of the university undergraduates in sport started in 1920 s it was 

come up to the present stage with a number of Ups and downs. This study considers the 

tendency of doing sports of university undergraduates in university of Kelaniya. Sri Lanka 

during past four years. (2004-2014) For this study the information was taken from the 

attendance sheets of the undergraduates who were registered for the sport at the 

university for the last ten years. For thermore he information was gathered through 

interviews and from questionnaires given to 50 undergraduates. Data were analyzed 

using SPSS package.  

According to the study there is a decrease of participation of the undergraduates for 

sports in university of Kelaniya. Introducing of course unit system, internship of final year 

students, increase of the work load gas caused for this decrease of participation of 

undergraduates for sports.  

Key words – Tendency, Sport, Undergraduates, Physical Education 

Localised Europeanization? Regional Differences in Romanian 

International Student Engagement 

Ms. Loredana Denisa Lastun9 and Simon R. Parker 

 
International study is a part of human development through which an individual learns 

how to integrate in new surroundings, they also acquire skills and knowledge to become 

a more desirable member of the society in which he or she lives and the society in which 

they study. In the context of studying internalization and globalization, student mobility 

can become a reference phenomenon for wider social research. International students 

represent an important segment of the population, as they are a combination of cultures, 

their own and the ‘adoptive’, emerging as true vectors of globalization. This is particularly 

significant in a European context, in which international study is a tool for the creation of 

a pan-European identity in an expanding political union. 

In previous research (Lastun and Parker, 2014), we took a social network analysis 

approach to the Erasmus programme to investigate whether new European nations were 

at risk of ‘brain drain’ to countries with greater financial power. This was not found to 

always be the case, with other factors such as geographic distance and language similarity 

were significant on the national level. One of the most consistent findings of social 

network analysis is the role of propinquity in similarity of behaviour. But how far does 

this closeness extend? Is it really useful to consider that populations within a country, 

which maybe many hundreds of kilometres apart, as close enough together to imply 

                                                        
9 Ms. Loredana Denisa Lastun, Ph.D Student, University of Oradea. 
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similarity? As different regions of the same nation are likely to vary on some of the key 

factors influencing the destinations of choice for international study, there is likely to be 

regional variation in the choices made by students.  

In this study we will compare international student migration amongst a cohort of 

Romanian students on a regional-level with Romania’s European student migration 

context. Perhaps, rather than being the vanguard of a new European citizen, international 

students are being entrenched in supra-national regional identities. Far from students 

being exposed to new knowledge and thoughts, they may be simply experiencing the 

same context in a different country. 

Sovereignty and Humanitarian Intervention 

Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev10  

The paper argues that the present day understanding of sovereignty and world order is 

posed against humanitarian intervention and thus leads to violation of basic human 

rights by the states. The paper proposes a new conception of sovereignty and world order 

in compliance with human rights. To this end it argues that the basis of sovereignty and 

world order should rely on justice and it analyses it through the Ottoman practice. 

 

Significance of Entertainment-Education in Health related dialogue: 

Lessons from an HIV/AIDS communication television programme in 

South Africa 

Mr. Siyasanga. M Tyali11  

The focus of this research paper is on the use of entertainment-education, traditional and 

social media in the process of HIV/AIDS communication. The paper argues that the 

combined use of entertainment-education, traditional and social media has the potential 

to offer nuanced perspectives and knowledge drawn from people who are either infected 

and/or affected by HIV/AIDS in South Africa. The combined use of these mediums has 

allowed those targeted by HIV/AIDS communication to become part of the HIV dialogue 

and its related challenges. For the purposes of generating results for this paper, the 

researcher applied qualitative research methodology and some of its related principles. 

In addition to this, the researcher (through social media messages) analysed the 

reception of HIV/AIDS mass media messages. The objective of the paper is to analyse the 

value of HIV/AIDS communication to recipients in the health dialogue process. To make 

sense of the research results, the paper relies on the theories of participatory 

communication as a way of understanding the value of the participants in the dialogue 

                                                        
10 Prof. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev, Professor, Middle East Technical University. 
11 Mr. Siyasanga. M Tyali, Lecturer, University of South Africa. 
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process. The results of this research paper indicate that participation in the HIV/AIDS 

communication process can be enhanced by the creative combination of entertainment-

education, social and traditional media.  

Keywords: Social media, entertainment-education, traditional media, HIV/AIDS, 

Communication  

A Qualitative Study on the way of Turkish University Students’ 

Interpretation of Morality 

Mr. Latif Karagöz12  

In the field of moral psychology, there are comments that the way people conceptualize 

and interpret themselves are disregarded due to the scarcity of how morality is 

interpreted and conceptualized. It would not be wrong to say that these criticisms is also 

valid for the studies of moral psychology done in Turkey. These critiques, which could 

also be considered as the manifestation of the alternation of the paradigm in psychology, 

have made way for new questions and inquiries in moral studies and procedural pursuits 

directed to achieve the knowledge of daily morality. In this study, how university studies 

interpret morality in their daily conversations is examined by using discourse analysis. 

Accordingly, in the framework of Positioning Theory, it is aimed to identify which 

strategies are used by students in their conversation on various moral issues.  

It is considered that by using positioning theory, it is possible to analyze how morality is 

handled as as a matter outside of them and as a matter of agency and subjectivity. In 

addition, the fact the university youth that make up the research participants is the most 

dynamic body of the social change compared to other youth groups and it hosts many 

subcultural groups in itself, the university youth can touch on different structures of 

knowledge and different forms of agency. 

In this context, 8 female, 7 male students of different departments of various universities 

in Istanbul has been selected as participants for this study. Focus groups, in each group 

at least three taking place, were organized with these students who identifed themselves 

in different political/ideological discourses such as islamist, socialist, apolitic, and so on. 

In particular, the idea that focus discussion group with its potential to reveal the dynamic 

structure of group interaction, different interpretation forms, and consequently different 

positioning styles made it the most appropriate method for data collection in 

conversations on moral isssues. In the end of the analyses it has been observed that the 

participants have positioned themselves by utilising strategies that can be categorised 

under three main topics. In this paper, these topics will be presented and discussed 

together with their theoretical backgrounds. 

                                                        
12 Mr. Latif Karagöz, Phd Student, Istanbul University. 
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The effect of regulatory focus on decision making of delayed 

compensation 

Ms. Jee-youn Kim13 Mr. Woncheon-dong and Ms. Yeongtong-gu 

Motivation is an important factor in decision making. According to regulatory focus 

theory, human motivation is divided into prevention focus and promotion focus. When 

trying to achieve a goal, a person who has a prevention focus thinks that he must reach 

the target. On the other hand, a person who has a promotion focus thinks that he should 

get closer to the target. Thus, in the present study, we suggest that there are differences 

in the regulatory focus adjustment in a task of selecting the immediate and delayed 

compensation. In the experiment, participants selected only one option of choices 

presented on the screen. In order to see the difference of the regulatory focus in decision 

making, we used both primed focus and the propensity of the participants. The 

propensity for regulatory focus was classified by the Korean regulatory focus scale. Also, 

the priming was processed through writing. Participants asked to list either their 

aspirations or duties following a procedure that has been extensively used in prior 

research (Freitas & Higgins, 2002; higgins, Roney, Crowe, & Hymes, 1994; Idson et al., 

2004; Liberman, Molden, Idson, & Higgins, 2001). For example, those to be promotion 

primed were asked to “think about a hope or an aspiration you currently have in your 

life” and “describe it in 2-3 sentences.” The instruction for those to be prevention primed 

were identical, except they were asked to think about duty or an obligation, instead of a 

hope or aspiration. As the result of the experiment, the delay of satisfaction was increased 

in all the groups that wrote the text regardless of their actual regulatory focus. However, 

the person who has prevention focus showed more patience than the person who has 

promotion focus. Also, people who have prevention focus showed more patience when 

their motivation focus and writing conditions were the same. 

  

                                                        
13 Ms. Jee-youn Kim, M.A. Student, Ajou University. 
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